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January 15, 2007

IER " Karen L. Johnson, Chief
+ ' 'Fluids Adjudication Section

e - Bureau of Land Managemen}
Montana State Office
. 5001 Southgate Drive
BN Riltings, Montana 59101-4669
. Ta._

REF; BLM MTM 96204, Natice of Oil and Gas Lease Sale, January 30, 2006
et T | '
R 3.;;2:_5_ i, Dear Mrs. Johnson:
o Wearein receipt of your notice of competitive oil and gﬁs lease sale scheduled to occur
on January 30, 2007. After éxamination of the proposed properties and their attached
stipulations and analysis, we|have information that we believe the BLM should consider
s . prior to compieting the sch uled lease sale. As you can understand some of our most
Lieesi’ o gignificant concerns relate tg grouse leking areas and big game winter range although

| R other concerns exist. Fish Wildlife and Parks prides itself on having very experienced
o bialogists located throughout the state that provide on the ground localized management

ding of the needs of the local fish and wildlife
comments have slight variations based on local
ur staff 1o use these variations to your benefit.

., _based on a very complete
- resource. As such, many of
" conditions, and I encourage

.. Due to the extent of the in tion that we have and will continue to provide for future
. . proposed sales, I would again extend an offer 1o have our information management staff
' meet with your staff in the ngar future to explore the ways that we could become mare
Mo efficient at commenting on lease sales. I think that it could be beneficial if we
e could, among other topics, discuss how we might receive the list of proposed parcels in
.+ digital format, how we might expedite the svailability of digitized stipulations as they are
S'PNiT e 7 antached geographically to sed parcels so that our analysis and your updating

, and finally how we might update critical winter range

‘ B 0 process could be more effici
T t regard, Y lock forward to you future correspondence.

information statewide. In

. .- " I would appreciate your revipw of the following information and tust that it will be
“/@Egr v incorporated into the stipulaEcr:ns and information package for the arcas that are in
e . question. If you have any q tions, please do not hesitate to let me know.
o
-t :1! * o~
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T6N R49E Secs 4,10,12, I'AL.

AEHIP 5 There is a sharp-tailed grouss lek located in the NW1/4 of Section 13 T6N RA9E, and the
o lease falls within the 4-mile sage grouse lek buffers determined from the sage grouse lek

area polygons. Recommend (following BLM stipulations requiring no surface occupancy
- within Y mile of lek and no surface use from March 1 1o June 15 within 2 miles of a lek

order to maximize annual préduction of young and to protect nesting activities adjacent
_ to nesting sites for long term|maintenance of grouse populations in the area.
3T :
a T6N R49E Secs. 8, 22, 24, 26, 28, and 30
%3377 There are sage grouse leks located in Section 7 and in the NE % of Section 32; T6N

. R49E. Recommend no surfape occupancy and use in Sections 8 and 28 T6N R49E to
; 'y~ protect sage grouse breeding|and nesting habitat. The other sections fall within the 4-
" .. mile sage grouse lek buffars fetermined from the sage grouse lek aree polygons.
" Recommend following BLM stipulations requiring no surface occupancy within % mile
. ofalek and no surface use from Match 1 to June 15 within 2 miles of a lek to protect
' - » grouse nesting habitat from disturbance during spring and early summer in order to
« ** ‘maximize annusl production|of young and to protect nesting activitics adjacent to nesting
sites for long term maintenarce of grouse populations in the area. :

. T7N R49E Secs. 2, 4, 10, 18, 20, 26, 28, 32, 34

LS There is a sharp-tailed grouse lek located in the NW % NE ¥ of Section 15; TTN R49E,
v57 07 and the lease falls within the|4-mile sage grouse lek buffers determined from the sage
" grouse Ick area polygons. Recommend following BLM stipulations requiring no surface
- ;. occupancy within % mile of a Ick and no surface use from March 1 to June 15 within 2
"1 miles of a lek to protect grouse nesting habitat from disturbance during spring and early.
* summer in order to maximize anmuial production of young and to protect nesting activities
adjacent to nesting sites for 1ong term maintenance of gronse populations in the area.

<4t i! TGN RSOE Sees. 2, 4, 10, 14, 26, 28,30, 32, 34

'H 1’ . All sections lie within critical mule deer winter range. Recommend no surface use from
December 1 to March 31.10 protect crucial mule deer winter range from disturbance
%, ., during the winter use season, and to facilitate long-term maintenance of these

""", populations. This lease also falls within the 4-mile sage grouse lek buffers determined

I .o "7 from the sage grouse lek areg polygons. . Recommend following BLM stipulations
a8 " requiring no surface occupancy within % mile 6f a lek and no surface use from March 1

. to June 15 within 2 miles of 2 lek to protect grouse nesting habitat from distarhance
. v  during spring and early sumer in order to maximize annual production of young and to
a2 %Y protect nesting activities adjacent fo nesting sites for long term maintenance of grousc
“s. ' populations in the ares.
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" Recommend no surface oc
| grouse breeding and nesti

" T6N R52E Secs. 20, 26, 28,

" Recommend no surface use
i i, winter range from disturbande during the winter use season, and to facilitate long-term -
- " maintsnance of these populations. Sections 20 and 26; T6N RS2E also fall within the 4-

4. - Recommend following BL
! .+t -of a lek and no surface use friom March 1 to June 15 within 2 miles of a lek to protect

.y | sites for long term main

" " stipulations requiring 1o s
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TN RS0E Secs. 2, 4, 6, 10, 112, 14, 18

ge lek located in the SE Y% NW % of section 18; T7N RS0E.
upancy in section 18; T7N RS50E to protect sharp-tailed
g habitat. All sections also fall within critical mule deer
wimor range. Recommend |no surface use from December 1 to March 31 to protect
crucial mule decr winter range from disturbance during the winter use season, and to
facilitate long-term maintenance of these populations.

nd 34

28 and 34; T6N R52E. All seet ons lie within critical mule deer winter range.
om December 1 1o March 31.10 protect crucial mule deer

mile sage grouse lek buffers fletermined from the sage grouse lek area polygons.
[ stipulations requiring no surface occupancy within % mile

grouse nesting habitat from disturbance during spring and early summer in order to
maximize annual production)of young and to protect nesting activities adjacent to nesting
agce of grouse populations in the area.

& e - TTN RS2E Secs. 26, 28, 30, |and 34

There are sage grouse leks lgcated in the NE % of Section 31; T7N R52E and in the NE

", .-Y% of Section 29; T7N R52E.| These leks are located within 1 mile of Sections 28 and 30;
%"~ TINR52E. Recommend no
+ R52E. All sections lie within critical mule deer winter range. Recommend no surface

." use from December 1 to March 31.10 protect crucial mule deer winter range from
.. disturbance during the winter use season, and to facilitate long-term maintenance of these
" populations. Sections 26 an

surface occupancy and use in Sections 28 and 30; T7N

d 34; T7N R52E also fall within the 4-mile sage grouse ek
age grouse lek area polygons. Recommend following BLM
ace occupancy within % mile of a lek amd no surface use
from March 1 to June 15 within 2 miles of a Ick to protect grouse nesting habitat from
disturbance during spnng anf early summer in order to meximize annual product:an of

buffers determined from the

'_1 ! young and 10 protect nesting|activities adjacent 10 nesting sites for long term meintenance
"+, of grouse populations in the area
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.. " grouse nesting habitat from |
;7 . -maximize apnual production
_ . sites for long term main
5.+ Recommend no surface nse

i+ winter range from disturb

.. maintenance of these popu

23 . TI3N R3W Sec. 8

- - All of the above leases fall

- sage grouse lek area poly

", . surface occupancy within %
“within 2 miles of a lek w0
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TTN RSOE Secs. 24, 26, 30, 32, 34; TSN R50E Secs. 4, 6, 8, 10, 12; T8N RS0E Secs.
" 18, 20, 24, 26, 30, 34; TSN

8,10, 14, 24

disturbance during the wint
populations.
TSNRle Sm. 2, 4, 6) 14’

T7N RS1E Secs. 12, 38; T7N
10, 22, 24; TTN RS2E Seos. 1

and early summer in order

" TIN RS1E Secs. 14, 18, 20

T8N RA53E Secs. 23, 25, 26

:"'.1:-: , There is a sharp-tailed gro
i Recommend no surface occ

14, 18, 22, 24; TN R32E

" ‘Secs. 12,32, 34; T6N RS3

[T Al of the above leases fall

sage grouse lek arca polygo
Recommend following BLM
of a lek and no surface use f]

1E Secs. 22, 28, 30, 32, 34; TSN RS2E Secs. 4, 6, 8, 18,

20; TSN R32E Secs, 10, 12,14, 22, 26; TSN R52E Secs. 28, 30, 32; T6N RS3E Secs. 2,

. ' All of the above leases fall within critical mule deer winter range. Recommend no
I* surfice nse from December ] to March 31 to protect crucial mule deer winter range from

use season, and to facilitate long-term maintenance of these

24; T6N RS1E Secs. 28, 30, 32; T7N R51E Secs. 10, 125
S1E Secs. 32, 34; TTN R51E Sec. 36; T7N RS2E Secs. 2, 4, 6,
» 20 ‘

ithin the 4-mile sage grouse lek buffers determined from the
. Recommend following BLM stipulations requiring no

ile of a lek and no surface use from March 1 to June 15
tect grouse nesting habitat from disturbance during spring
maximize annual production of young and to protect nesting

* activities adjacent to nesting|sites for long term maintenance of grouse populations in the

28, 30; T6N R52E Secs. 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12; T6N RS2E Secs.
ecs. 6, 8, 14, 20; T6N R53E Secs, 4, 6, 8, 10, 20; T6N RS3E
Secs. 18, 22, 26,28

ithin the 4-mile sage grouse lek buffers determined from the
and all fall within critical mule deer winter range.
{ stipulations requiring no surface occupancy withia % mile
rom March 1 to June 15 within 2 miles of a lek to protect
disturbance during spring and early summer in order to
of young and to protect nesting activities adjacent to nesting

grouse breeding and nesting

¢ of grouse populations in the area.
m December 1 to March 31 to protect crucial mule deer
during the winter use scason, and to facilitate long-term

32,34 |
1ek located in the south % NE % of section 26; T8N RS3E.

ancy in Section 26; T8N R53E to protect sharp-tailed
habitat. .

= Thissectionispnrtofm'iﬁcrﬁwiﬁtetailedandmlﬂedccr,andelkwintcrrsngcandneeds
",':i- to have appropriatc winter ‘

stipulation applied.

F-870



-y *
Ayt
ir "1'5
e .
)

SR AN

" 76N RA9E Secs. 8, 30; T2

" There is an active sagé-gro
.+, had 18 males in 2006. Just o the north of this ground about 200 yards is an active sharp-

. should be 2 timing restrict
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1 ToN R2SE Secs, 10, 15, 22; TON R25E Secs. 18, 19, 20; TON R26E Secs. 8, 14,18

e display ground on TO9N, R26E, Section 18. This ground

tailed grouse display groundithat had at least 15 males on it in 2006. There should be no
surface disturbance in the enfire % section where these two display grounds are located.

It is likely that one of the limiting factors for sage grouse in this portion of FWP Region §
is the occuzrence and quality of sagebrush. If development takes place, stands of -

' sagesbrush should be avoided and efforts should be made to minimize the construction of

power lines and fences withjwooden posts. Surface occupancy should be prohibited from
March 1 to June 15 in grous¢ nesting habitat on all of these leases.

RSSE Sec. 26; T26N R39E Sec. 11

This arca is a high density mule deer winter/spring range and fawning habitat. There
froma December 1 1o June 15 each year.,

" -+ 1 hope your staff finds this ipformation helpful a.nd I look forward to our future
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